
SHIP Q2 RESULTS 2009 SHOW EQUITY RELEASE SECTOR CONTINUING TO WEATHER THE STORM

•         Number of customers up 5% Quarter on Quarter

•         Drawdown sales increase by 14% Quarter on Quarter

(16th July) The members  of  SHIP - the UK equity  release  industry  body  -  that represents 

approximately  90%  of  the  equity  release  sector  in  terms  of  volume,  today  reports  the 

official sector Q2 2009 figures (to 30 June 2009).   

Quarter on Quarter Comparisons:

The number of new equity release customers rose by 5% from 5074 (Q1 2009) to 5328 (Q2 

2009) as more consumers turned to equity release to boost their pre and post retirement 

finances.   The number of drawdown mortgages sales also increased by 14% over this period 

from 2376 (Q1 2009) to 2699 (Q2 2009).

However, while the number of sales increased, the value of products sold over this period 

fell to £232.9m (Q2 2009) from £245.01m (Q1 2009).   With drawdown mortgages - which are 

structured to allow more regular withdrawals of housing equity – now accounting for 51% 

(Q2 2009) of the market, the increase in customers but fall in value is unsurprising.

In line with the popularity of drawdown mortgages, the average amount released fell from a 

high of £48,287 (Q1 2009) to £43,712 (Q2 2009).

Year on Year Comparisons:

While quarter on quarter customer figures show some signs of renewed optimism, the market 

volume was down by 22% from the same time last year – 5328 (Q2 2009) vs. 6864 (Q2 2008).   



SHIP believes that in order for the potential of the equity release market to be fully 
realised, some of the main issues that need to be tackled are the clarification of the 
customer demographic and expansion of distribution channels.  SHIP will be launching a 
debate into how these barriers can be overcome in a discussion paper due out on 27 July 
2009.
 
Developments by Distribution Channel: 
 
Intermediaries sold 64% of all new equity release plans – slightly down from 65% in 2009 
but in line with the distribution trend (63%) established in 2007 and 2008.   

Andrea Rozario, Director General of SHIP, commented:

“While the equity release market is still suffering along with the mainstream mortgage 
market, it is encouraging to see that the equity release market is starting to see evidence 
of some positive movement.  The quarter on quarter increase in the number of plans shows 
that consumers are once more starting to believe in the UK housing market.”

"While the market has significant potential to grow in the future, SHIP believes there are 
certain barriers that need to be overcome with the assistance of all the relevant key 
stakeholders.  We are therefore producing a discussion paper which will be launched on 
27 July 2009 which will look at how the market will grow and develop in the future.

“There remains a clear need for equity release products – especially in the current 
economic environment – a fact that many stakeholders including the Government are 
starting to acknowledge.  We remain realistic yet positive about the next quarter’s 
results, and expect to see exciting market and product innovations as companies adapt to 
meet the changing needs of their clients.” 

-Ends-

For further information, please contact:

Lee Blackwell/ Beth Murray, The Wriglesworth Consultancy on 020 7427 1400 or email 
ship@wriglesworth.com

Andrea Rozario on 0753 4401222 or email directorgeneral@ship-ltd.org

About SHIP Equity Release:

Safe Home Income Plans (SHIP) is the UK’s leading professional body for equity release product 

providers.  Launched in 1991 to promote safe plans,  SHIP is dedicated to the protection of the 

planholder  and  the  safe  growth  of  the  industry.  SHIP  represents  approximately  90%  of  the 
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